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Box No. I Basis of the opinion 



(under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)). translation furnished for the purposes of international search 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

copies is identical to that in thlapSSon ^ subsequent or additional 

appropriate, were furnished. * 90 be y° nd the application as filed, as 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43Ws.1 (a)(1) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statem ent 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 






No: 


Claims 


1-24 


Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 






No: 


Claims 


1-24 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-24 




No: 


Claims 
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Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1 : EP-A-0.976.682 

D2: WOA-98/02656 

D3: FR-A-2.706.949 

D4:GB-A-2.221.173 



The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of the independent claims 1-4 and 10 is not new in the sense of Article 
33(2) PCT. The reasons for this being as follows: 

The document D1 discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this document): 



For claim 1 : 

A magnetic fluid treatment device (10) comprising at least one fluid channel (36,38), the or 
each fluid channel having at least two peripherally located magnets (16,18,20,22), the device 
being adapted to co-operate with a fluid supply conduit (12), so that, in use, fluid flowing 
through the fluid channel is subjected to a magnetic field; wherein the at least two magnets 
(18) are located on opposite sides of the or each fluid channel and have a separation of less 
than about 90 mm. ^ _ ^ ^ a ^ 

(see col.4, par.27; col.5, par. 33; figs. 1,2) J ; 

For claim 2 : 

A magnetic fluid treatment device (10) comprising at least one fluid channel (36,38) , the or 
each fluid channel having at least one peripherally located magnet (18); the device being 
adapted to cooperate with a fluid supply conduit (32), so that, in use, fluid flowing through the 
fluid channel is subjected to a magnetic field; the ratio of the crosssectional area of the fluid 
supply conduit (32) to the total cross-sectional area of the fluid channel or all of the fluid 
channels (36,38) being in the range substantially 1:1.1 to substantially 1 :2.8. 
(see col.5, par.36; figs. 3-5) / ^ 
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For claim 4 : 

A magnetic fluid treatment device comprising at least one fluid channel, the or each fluid 
channel having at least one peripherally located magnet, the device being adapted to co- 
operate with a fluid supply conduit, so that, in use, fluid flowing through the fluid channel is 
subjected to a magnetic field; wherein a magnetic field strength in a section of the at least one 
fluid channel along which the at least one magnet extends is between substantially 0.02T and 
substantially 1 .OT (=200 Gauss- 10.000 Gauss). t 1% , . . ^ x . H 
(see col.5 , par.35) V* V v> ^ ^ ^ ^ V" . ^ K ~yJ* 

The document D2 discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this document): 

For clflim 3: 

A magnetic fluid treatment device (1) comprising at least one fluid channel (7), the fluid 
channel having at least one peripherally located magnet (14,15), the device being adapted to 
co-operate with a fluid supply conduit (4), so that, in use, fluid flowing through the fluid channel 
is subjected to a magnetic field; wherein a ratio of the width of the fluid supply conduit (4) to 
the length of a section of the at least one fluid channel along which the at least one magnet 
extends is in the range of substantially 1 :20 to substantially 1 :40 
(see page 8, line 30- page 9, line 23; figure 1) 

For claim 10 : 

A magnetic fluid treatment device comprising at least one fluid channel, the or each fluid 
channel having at least one peripherally located magnet (14,15), wherein the at least one 
magnet is removably received in a body section (16) of the device, 
(see page 9, line 27- 35; figure 3) 

Dependent claims 5-9 and 1 1-24 do not contain any features which, in combination with the 
features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in respect of 
novelty and inventive step too. 

See the documents D1-D4 and the corresponding passages cited in the search report. 
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